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2 – Fairness & Public Policy
2.4 Three Central Policies
· Benefit principal
· Sanctity of life principal
· Freedom from discrimination principal

Philosophical Approaches to Fairness
1. Utilitarianism
An action is justified if it increases total utility, eg. Taxation
Criticism:
Utility is not comparable across individuals

2. Social Covenants and Contracts to maximize the well-being of the worst-off person
Criticism:
Hard to define the “worst-off person”
Ignores the well-being of other people

3. Procedural Fairness of Rights
Fairness is whatever derives from fair procedures 
